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2015 Circuit Fly-In- Gold 
Namib - Swakopmund - Damaraland - Etosha National Park 

9 Days / 8 Nights 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Virtual Itinerary 
  

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/507FDB84-17BF-6A56-F134-2E0D3A398DE4
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Overview 
Highlights: Explore the dunes of Sossusvlei, the ambience of an idyllic, colonial coastal town, the scenic attractions of 

Damaraland and the wildlife of the Etosha National Park.  

Days / Nights                 5 / 4 or 5 / 4 or 9 / 8  

Departure                 Daily on request 

Aircraft                               Cesna 210 or Caravan  

Min pax                 Min 2 

Languages                   English, German on request  

Category                 Gold 

*Alternative accommodations may be used 

The following flights are sold as circuit packages only and cannot be booked as individual flights. Guests have 3 

different circuit variations to choose from (Southern Circuit, Northern Circuit or the Full Circuit), the direction of each 

routing being strictly fixed.  

Not included:                Transport to and from Eros Airport. 

Included:  Transport to and from accommodations to landing strip  

Please take note:  

• Due to safety reasons, STRICTLY 10kg per person in soft styled luggage are allowed. 

• Travelling guests are required to indicate their weight. 

• Any luggage or persons above the restricted weight may require the use of an additional aircraft – which 

lead to rate increases. 

 

 

Key 

RO: Room only 

SC: Self Catering 

HB: Half Board 

B&B: Bed and breakfast 

D, B&B: Dinner, bed and breakfast 

FB: Dinner, bed, breakfast and lunch 

FB+: Dinner, bed, breakfast, lunch and activities daily 

FI: Fully inclusive 

 

Included 
• All accommodation, transportation and sightseeing as detailed in the itinerary. 

• All meals as indicated in the tour summary. 

• Services of an experienced pilot. 

Destination Accommodation Nights Basis  

Namib Sossus Dune Lodge 2 D, B&B  

Swakopmund Hansa Hotel 2 B&B  

Damaraland Mowani Mountain Camp 1 D, B&B  

Etosha National Park Epacha Game Lodge & Spa 3 D, B&B  
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Day 1:  Sossus Dune Lodge, Namib   
 

Namib 

The Namib is the world’s oldest desert, and although it stretches along the entire length of Namibia’s coastline, the 

Namib commonly refers to the vast sea of sand from Luderitz to Swakopmund. For a big sandy desert the scenery is 

remarkably varied, with the giant red dunes of Sossusvlei being the most famous part. Because of how old it is the 

Namib is home to numerous species that don’t occur elsewhere and although no humans live in the desert an 

amazing array of flora and fauna manages to survive here. Famous species include the Welwitschia – a living fossil 

plant, endemic chameleons, fur seals along the coast, brown hyenas, jackals and remarkably one of Africa’s largest 

antelope the Gemsbok. The name Namib is of Nama origin and means "vast place" and vast it certainly is. 

 

Overnight: Sossus Dune Lodge  

Namibia Wildlife Resorts launched the first lodge in the Namib-Naukluft Park, the Sossus Dune Lodge, in June 2007. 

Built in an environmentally sensitive manner, primarily from wood, canvas and thatch, in an attractive 'afro-village' 

style, Sossus Dune Lodge offers guests an evocative and life changing experience. Situated within the park, guests 

benefit from being able to reach Sossusvlei before sunrise, and stay until after sunset, and on their return after an 

exhilarating day, relax in the tranquillity and splendor of the Namib Desert, under the spectacular African sky. Sossus 

Dune Lodge offers professional guided tours, fully unleashing the beauty and biological diversity of the desert 

environment to visitors, and offers the best beds in the desert. 

 
 

Activities 

Your flight takes you over the great Escarpment into the vicinity of Sossusvlei. After landing you are transferred by 

vehicle to your lodge, where you have the rest of the day and the entire next day to your disposal 

 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 2:  Sossus Dune Lodge, Namib   
 

Optional 

Undertake a guided visit to Sossusvlei to experience this ever-changing landscape during sunrise 

Sossusvlei 

Sesriem Canyon 
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Sossusvlei 

Sossusvlei's rich ochre sand dunes offer one of the most mind-blowing sights you will ever experience. Their 

oscillating crests rise to an astonishing 320m and, with their air of timelessness, create an unforgettable wilderness 

in the heart of the world’s oldest desert. Dwarfed by the sheer size of the highest dunes on earth, your ascending 

footprints look like insect trails leading into infinity. The solitude is immeasurable and your place in the great scheme 

of life takes on a curious insignificance. The white vleis (clay pans) contrast sharply against the red sand and vast 

blue sky, while fog-dependent animals and plants seek shelter from the sweltering heat underneath the sand and 

age-old camelthorn trees. One of these pans, referred to as Dead Pan, is a large ghostly expanse of dried white clay, 

punctuated by skeletons of ancient camel-thorn trees, carbon-dated as being between 500 and 600 years old. During 

this time the flow of the Tsauchab River into the pan was stopped by the formation of a dune belt – hence the trees 

died, now forming part of Namibia’s own Salvador Dali “painting”. 

Sesriem Canyon 

Sesriem Canyon, a deep chasm carved through the rocks by water, is a striking natural feature of the area that is best 

explored on foot. Stony walls rise up sharply on both sides of the canyon, while birds roost in its crags and lizards 

dart along the ledges. The canyon’s name was coined when early settlers used it as a water source, using six lengths 

of leather (‘ses riem – six thongs) tied together to lower buckets into the water at the base of canyon. 

 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 3:  Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund   
 

Swakopmund 

With palm-lined streets, seaside promenades and fine accommodation for all budgets, Swakopmund is Namibia’s 

most popular holiday destination, and its pleasant summer climate and decent beaches attract surfers, anglers and 

beach lovers from all over Southern Africa. Thanks to its mild temperatures and negligible rainfall, Swakopmund 

generally enjoys grit in the oyster. When an easterly wind blows, the town gets a good sand-blasting, and almost 

perpetual drizzle. The fog rolls up to 30km inland and provides moisture for desert-dwelling plants and animals, 

including 80 species of lichen. 

For better or worse, Swakopmund feels overwhelmingly Teutonic – indeed, it has Germany – but for visitors, it’s a 

Namibia’s adrenalin capital, and offers a wide range of gut-curdling activities from sand boarding and quad-biking to 

skydiving and camel riding. Note, however, that it gets especially busy around Namibian school holidays in December 

and January, when temperatures average around 25ºC. 

 

Overnight: Hansa Hotel  

Centrally situated, the hotel serves as the perfect getaway to all tourists amenities which Swakopmund and 

surrounding areas have to offer, from sand-boarding some of the highest dunes in the world to big game viewing in 

one of our country's world-known game parks. Surrounded by local tour operators, aviation and safari offices and 

five minutes from the beach, the Hansa Hotel is perfect for the discerning traveler looking for an adrenaline filled 

holiday or merely a bit of relaxation. 
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Activities 

After breakfast you are transferred to the airport for your flight to Swakopmund. The entire flight takes you over the 

dune landscape of the oldest desert on Earth, and along the Atlantic coastline. In Swakopmund you have the day at 

leisure and can participate in optional activities this coastal town has to offer. 

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 4:  Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund   
 

Optional 

Catamaran Charters 

Living Desert Tours 

Namibia Desert Explorers 

 

Catamaran Charters 

The Catamaran Charters Team invites you aboard the 45ft Royal Cape Sailing Catamaran Silverwind, or the 60ft 

Simon Sailing Catamaran Silversand, or the 40ft Admiral Motorised Catamaran Silvermoon, to enjoy an adventure 

packed tour to Pelican Point and Walvis Bay’s beautiful bay area. 

The chances of encountering dolphins, whales, turtles, seals and Mola Mola (sunfish) make the search for the marine 

big 5 and adventurous tour by enjoying sparkling wine, fresh oysters and other mouth-watering snacks aboard the 

spacious and comfortable catamarans. 

Living Desert Tours 

The Living Desert Tour is a unique 4x4 adventure which specializes in bringing the desert to life while sharing the 

awesome beauty of the Namib Desert with travellers from all over the world. The coastal dune belt may seem barren 

and lifeless to many people, but in fact it is alive with a fascinating variety of little desert adapted animals, which are 

able to survive on the life-giving fog which consistently rolls in from the cold Atlantic Ocean. Come see the Dancing 

White Lady Spider (Carparachne aureoflava) cartwheel 44 turns per second down a dune to escape the enemy. 

Admire the transparent Namib Dune Gecko (Pachydactylus rangei) with webbed feet that are equivalent to snow 

shoes. Learn about the different beetles and insects and how they survive in the dune desert. Follow in the tracks of 

a legless Lizard (Fitsimmon’s Burrowing Skink), observe Sand Diving Lizards (Meroles Anchieta) dancing on the hot 

sand, Sidewinder Snakes (Perinquey’s Adder), Desert Chameleons and many more fascinating creatures. Learn about 
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the geology, structure and formation of the desert, and admire the vast and beautiful landscapes while enjoying a 

scenic dune drive combined with fun and adrenalin. 

Namibia Desert Explorers 

Experience the sheer thrill of riding a quad bike through Namibia's boundless expanse of shifting sand dunes. After 

the engines are revved up and ready to roll, an experienced guide will lead you through the Swakopmund River 

mouth into the dune belt. Feel the freedom of riding through one of nature's great wildernesses. As the towering 

dunes approach we weave our way through the smaller ones towards the "Amphitheater". With "Power-up" we 

blast our way to the top of the first big dune via the "Roller Coasters" to the top of "Big Billy". We stop for a drink 

and you get the opportunity to capture the stark and savage beauty of the Namib Desert. After riding down "Devils 

Dip" we ride the berms, spirals and slopes as we cruise towards the "Table Top" a great dune that offers a 

spectacular view of the sea. 

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 5:  Mowani Mountain Camp, Damaraland   
 

Damaraland 

Huge, untamed and ruggedly beautiful Damaraland is an exceptionally scenic landscape of open plains and 

spectacular rock formations. The major attractions are Spitzkoppe, the Brandberg, Twyfelfontein, Vingerklip and the 

Petrified Forest. Damaraland, one of the least populated places on earth, shows no fences nor boundaries in the 

vast, stony desert landscape. It is marked by endless vistas across stark plains, ancient valleys and brooding, distant 

mountains which bring the traveller as close to nature as is comfortably possible. In Damaraland, plants and animals 

have over millennia evolved side by side with the harsh environment, creating unusual geological features, which 

together with a wealth of rock paintings and engravings, a population of desert-adapted elephant and rhino, 

combine to form the unique attraction to this region. Damaraland was once an area occupied primarily by the 

Damara people, but over time became home to other tribes such as the Hereros and the displaced Riemvasmakers 

of South Africa. Today, many residents of Damaraland are thus of mixed heritage, but most consider themselves 

Damara.  

 

 The Damaraland community comprises a unique group of people who recognised the value of the wildlife on their 

land and formed a Community Wildlife Conservancy to protect it. Until 1981, Damaraland was unprotected and open 

to poachers, mostly from outside of the of the Damaraland area. In the interests of the Damarland wildlife a game 

guard system was eventually formed with people from the community and the welfare of the wildlife increased. 

Today it is one of the last places in southern Africa where game still roams freely like it did thousands of years ago – 

a true wilderness.. 

 

Overnight: Mowani Mountain Camp  

Mowani Mountain Camp offers luxury tented accommodation with magnificent desert views. Open air en-suite 

bathrooms and private decks give you great views of Damaraland and the reliability of nearby Twyfelfontein with its 

San engravings and paintings is contrasted by the elusive desert adapted elephants. The Twyfelfontein conservancy 

has been protecting the southern most roaming ground of the black rhino and elusive desert elephant. Sustainable 

eco-tourism and community upliftment is of the utmost importance at Mowani. Guides from the local tribes 

compliment day-time game drives to track mountain zebra, kudu, springbok, klipspringer and if you are fortunate 
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enough... the leopard! The adventurer in me took over at Mowani. Days were filled with game drives, hot air balloon 

trips over the Aba-Huab Valley, champagne breakfasts and al fresco meals amidst the dusky landscape beneath 

Mopani trees. 

 
 

Activities 

End of southern circuit: Transfer back to Windhoek by shuttle or proceed on the Northern Circuit or start your self 

drive safari from Swakopmund. 

NORTHERN CIRCUIT: In the early afternoon your flight proceeds north into Damaraland, an area marked by steep 

mountain massifs that tower over meandering riverbeds and form the survival structure for desert elephant, black 

rhino and a myriad of free-roaming antelope species. Your lodge is situated in close vicinity to the geological 

attractions that may be visited in the afternoon or during the morning of the next day. The highlight of these 

attractions, Twyfelfontein, represents Namibia’s Only World Heritage Site and belongs to one of the world’s largest 

rock-art sites. 

 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 6:  Epacha Game Lodge & Spa, Etosha National Park   
 

Etosha National Park 

Etosha National Park is the parade ground of the beasts, a kaleidoscope of creatures bewildering character and 

variety. It was proclaimed as Namibia’s first conservation area in 1907 by the then Governor of German South West 

Africa, von Lindequist. He demarkated an area of over 100'000 km², creating the largest game reserve on earth and 

expelling thousands of indigenous people from their traditional and ancestoral dwellings to stay outside the park. 

Present day Etosha National Park was pared down due to political considerations in the 1960's by the Odendaal Plan 

and now covers a modest but still very impressive 22’270 square kilometres. Despite the massive size of Etosha, only 

the southern edge of the pan is accessible to casual visitors. In the central and eastern region there are over 30 

water holes  - ideal places to sit and wait it out for an unbelievable 114 different game and over 340 different bird 

species.The Etosha Pan dominates the park. The salt pan desert, which is nearly completely enclosed by the park and 

is lined by numerous watering holes, is roughly 130 km long and as wide as 50 km in places. During Etosha’s 

notorious dry spells the pan is a deathly place, lying parched and cracked under the molten African sun. At such 

times it is utterly barren, an austere playground for heat and wind which conjure up their characteristic atmospheric 

tricks. Glassy mirages dissolve the horizon and tremble over the blindingly flat surface while graceful dust devils 

carry out their swirling dances over the plains. When the waters do eventually come, the pan undergoes a 
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miraculous transformation. From a vacuous stillness it springs into living paradise awash with life. Out of the blue in 

their thousands come migrant flamingos, splashing the sky with plumage which eventually condenses on the horizon 

in undulating lines of crimson, pink and white. Guided by an uncanny faculty for navigation they come to the pan for 

a short breeding season from as far as Walvis Bay – how they know of the water 500 miles north stays a mystery. 

Such thrills are part of the earthy encounters with nature which give Etosha and other Namibian wilderness areas a 

dimension which goes beyond the simpler interpretations of nature. These sanctuaries have become sources of 

human well-being, where man can shake off his metropolitan afflictions and can recharge the batteries of sanity and 

perspective which have run down in the course of powering the locomotive of progress. 

 

Overnight: Epacha Game Lodge & Spa  

Epacha Game Lodge & Spa is situated on the 21 000 hectares Epacha Game Reserve. Each of the individually 

decorated en-suite chalets has its own private balcony, complete with a breathtaking view across the bush. All 

chalets are equipped with air-conditioning, mini bar, safe, ceiling fan and coffee and tea facilities. In keeping with the 

Victorian era in Africa, all chalets are furnished with antiques & decorated in subtle, relaxing colors. Guests can 

spend time relaxing in our lounge overlooking a waterhole. Also in the library, smoking room, billiard room or at our 

pool bar,be rejuvenated by stress relieving therapies in the Mystique Spa, which offers the following facilities: sauna, 

Jacuzzi, steam room, splash pool, thelaso therapy room, treatment rooms or outside treatment areas. 

 
 

Activities 

After a short flight you arrive at the southern edge of the magnificent Etosha National Park, one of Africa’s most 

celebrated wildlife reserves. 

 

Optional 

Twyfelfontein Rock Art 

Burnt Mountain 

Etosha Game Drive in open vehicles with lodge 

 

Twyfelfontein Rock Art 

Twyfelfontein is a World Heritage Site boasting one of the richest rock art concentrations in Africa. Thousands of 

tourists come to this site each year to view some 2, 500 Stone Age rock engravings. The area is home to 17 rock art 

sites, which collectively encompass 212 engraved stone slabs. There are an additional 13 sites displaying rock 

paintings. 



P a g e  | 10 

 
Burnt Mountain and Organ Pipes 

BURNT MOUNTAIN:  The mountain belongs to a 12 km long mountain range lying from east to west. The mountain 

rises some 200m out of the barren landscape and shimmers starkly and uninvitingly during the heat of the day. 

During the early morning and late afternoon, before being shadowed by the surrounding higher mountain range, it 

presents a kaleidoscope of beautiful colours. The mountain was formed by doleritic lava that intruded an 

underground cave consisting of limestone and shale. Upon impact the latter was instantly metamorphosed, releasing 

hydroxides and oxides, giving the mountain an amazing range of colours – red, orange, purple, black, grey and white. 

An interesting feature at the end of the mountain is a heap of shale (shale consist of organic plant and animal 

particles) that underwent drastic changes when it was intruded by dolerite, now resembling ash and clinker. As the 

area is extremely susceptible to compaction, please heed the request not to walk around on the mountain. 

organ pipes: The name aptly describes these vertical stands of dolerite rock that can reach a height of 5m and are 

found in a valley some 100 meters in length. They were formed by an intrusion of a dolerite sheet into an area 

consisting of shale (they are situated only a few hundred meters away from the Burnt Mountain). When the dolerite 

cooled down and shrunk, neatly splitting into angular columns that we see today. It was subsequently eroded by the 

river cutting its way through the dolerite sheet. It is advisable to visit this geological phenomenon during the early 

morning or the late afternoon due to the intense heat build up in the valley. 

 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 7:  Epacha Game Lodge & Spa, Etosha National Park   
 

Optional 

Etosha Game Drive in open vehicles with lodge 

Etosha Pan 

Etosha East 

 

Etosha Pan 

Aeons ago, Etosha Pan was the bed of a vast lake; today what remains is a glittering, silvery-green salt pan that 

stretches across roughly 5000 square kilometres. Etosha is protected by the Etosha Pan National Park surrounded by 

savannah plains and woodlands supporting large herds of elephants. When dry, the pan sustains little life except for 

the algae that gives it its distinctive colour, and migratory birds that use it as a pit stop, but with heavy rain it 

becomes a shallow lake where flamingos breed, pelicans wade and feed, and a variety of mammal species come to 

quench their thirst, including leopards, lions, white rhinos, hunting dogs and antelopes. 

Etosha East 

In the vast arid space of Northern Namibia lies one of Southern Africa’s best loved wildlife 

sanctuaries. The Etosha National Park offers excellent game viewing in one of Africa’s most 

accessible venues. Zebra and springbok are scattered across the endless horizon, while the many 

waterholes attract endangered black rhinoceros, lion, elephant and large numbers of antelope. 

Etosha, meaning ‘place of dry water’, is encloses a huge, flat calcrete depression (or pan) of about 

5 000km². The ‘Pan’ provides a great, parched, silver-white backdrop of shimmering mirages to an 

area of semi-arid savannah grassland and thorn scrub. The pan itself contains water only after very 

good rains and sometimes for only a few days each year, but is enough to stimulate the growth of a 

blue-green algae which lures thousands of flamingos.  
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Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 8:  Epacha Game Lodge & Spa, Etosha National Park   
 

Optional 

Etosha Game Drive in open vehicles with lodge 

 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 9:  Departure   
 

Activities 

After breakfast you fly back to Windhoek, arriving in the late morning and where your safari ends. 
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Transport 
 

Flight Information 

 

Contact Numbers 

 

  Departure Airport  Arrival Airport    

  Windhoek Eros Airport [ERS]  Sossus Dune Lodge    

  Sossus Dune Lodge  Hansa Hotel    

  Hansa Hotel  Mowani Mountain Camp    

  Mowani Mountain Camp  Epacha Game Lodge & Spa    

  Epacha Game Lodge & Spa  Windhoek Eros Airport [ERS]    

Company Name Telephone Email Address  

Sense of Africa +264-61-275 300 info@sense-of-africa.com.na  


